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His Excellency, 

Bishops Sheen 
CaYS... 

"GOD LOVE YOU", 


to those who help to 
support the Society for 


the Propagation of the 
Faith. 


Our Prout Cover 
A Leper’s Prayer 


“It is not just by hazard that I am a victim of 
this terrible disease, the weight of which I have 
carried for the past 5 years. It is a grace of pre- 
dilection from You, my God, and I accept it with 
love. Unfortunately, most of my companions do 
not know or know little of our Holy Religion. 
We Christians here, though few in number, want 
to help our Missionaries to make known to them 
your love. Alone we could not do it, but with 
You, we can. Every day we say the rosary so that 
the Blessed Virgin will help us too. 


O my God, I offer You my sufferings and humil- 
iations to obtain the gift of Faith for the salvation 
of my brothers in misery and for the happiness of 
all those who, near or far away, try in one way or 
another to relieve our sufferings.” 
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MISSION SUNDAY 


“And other sheep I have, that are not of this fold.” 


(St. John, 10-16) 


Every one can be a Missionary in one way or another and help bring them into the fold of Christ. 


MISSIONARIES IN 
THE FIELD AFAR 


Missionaries in the field afar 
are they who leave home, family 
and all that the world holds 
dear; so that they may devote 
their lives entirely to the evan- 
gelization of souls in foreign 
missions. They go to strange 
countries, among strange people. 
They must learn a strange lan- 
guage, adapt themselves to a 
new mode of life, and withstand 
a climate that very often saps 
and shortens their lives. All this 
they suffer gladly so that they 
may reach the ‘‘other sheep” and 
bring them into the fold of 
Christ. 


MISSIONARIES 
IN PRAYER 


Missionaries in prayer are they 
who not only pray for the mis- 
sions, but who also offer their 
work and trials of life to bring 
down God's blessing upon the 
missionaries’ endeavors. They 
are also those who though con- 
fined to a life of inactivity by 
some infirmity, yet unite their 
sufferings to those of Jesus on 
the Cross and offer them togeth- 
er with their helplessness so that 
the reign of Christ may spread 
in infidel countries. All, then, can 
become missionaries in prayer no 
matter what their age or station 


in life may be. 


MISSIONARIES IN CHARITY 


Missionaries in charity are they who supply the financial assistance to maintain the mission- 
aries and their apostolic works. What could the latter do in the field afar without their help? 
Hospitals, dispensaries, asylums of all kinds are necessary to win souls through the care of the body. 


Their generosity also helps to establish Catholic settlements in places where God is unknown; 
it makes possible the building of churches, where God in His Eucharistic presence is enthroned. It 
upkeeps educational works and helps to train other missionaries to continue and expand the King- 
dom of God on earth. 


ALL THEN CAN BE MISSIONARIES either by consecrating their lives for the salvation of souls 
in the field afar, or by offering their prayers, sufferings or other good works for the spread of God's 


Kingdom in mission lands, or by supporting by their charity and generosity this work so pleasing 
to God. 
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Mua, “The Lepers Village 


OOK AT THE MAP of Africa and your 
L eyes will immediately spot Lake Nyassa. 
What about following me right up to the 
broad plain we see over there bordering on this 
blue stretch of water? Are you interested in 
leprosy patients? I see your cyes gleaming 
with excitement at the thought of visiting peo- 
ple you heard a great deal about and of whom 
you really want to have first hand knowledge. 
Before we begin our expedition, halt! We 
must remember that SOULS animate the mis- 
erable bodies of these unfortunate children of 
God . . . that since they are all sons and 
daughters of our ONE heavenly Father, 
THESE LEPERS ARE OUR BROTHERS, 
MEMBERS OF OUR FAMILY. 


If we love them as we should, can we remain 
indifferent to their fate? Of course no, and 
we shall do all that is in our power to help 
them. 

TRUE CHARITY IS ACTIVE 


This cluster of trees we detect in the distance 
marks the entrance of St. Francis’ Village. 
Hush! Do not call it “leprosarium,” no one 
does! Oh! What a delight for the eyes are 
these large beds of bright flowers! How they 
cheer your heart! 


I hear you throw so many questions at me 
that I feel as if I were encircled by 20 soldiers, 
shooting bullets over my head . . . One at a 
time, please! 


“Tell Us How This Village Began” 

In 1928, a terrible epidemic of yaws was 
raging round Lake Nyassa. A White Father 
happened to discover a certain kind of medi- 
cine which worked wonders. As more and 
more patients were cured of this dreadful dis- 
case, natives literally flocked into the dispen- 
sary to receive the saving injections. Secing 
the Missionary was so successful, people at- 
tacked by leprosy started to file in as well in 
the hope that they too might be cured. The 
White Father ordered proper medicine for the 
latter and retained them at the Mission. Huts 
were built, and soon a hundred patients were 
gathered, thus forming a real village on the 
Mission grounds. The White Sisters took 
charge of leprosy patients from the start. 

Oh! Here comes Sr. Ricarda, who is work- 
ing among the lepers ever since 1937. She will 
be our “Guide” and tell us all about this won- 
derful place. Let us follow her as she heads 
for the church after having greeted us in a 
most cordial manner. Don’t think she is smil- 
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ing specially for you! She always smiles! She 
is a ray of sunshine in this camp of gloomy 
miseries. Now she is beginning to speak, let 
us listen to her. 

“It took a big sum to build this church of 
ours. When we started it, money poured in 
from our benefactors. But there came a time 
when not a penny reached our Mission, al- 
though a heavy amount was still needed to fin- 
ish the construction. The poor Brother, nearly 
in despair, decided to transplant a very tall tree 
into the middle of the yard, a tree that could 
almost touch the heavens. At the top of it, he 
confidently placed the picture of the good St. 
Joseph. Every day at a fixed hour, he and his 
workmen were seen praying around it. St. 
Joseph did not wait long to show he did hear 
them. Soon, very soon after, the money started 
pouring in again and there was enough of it, 
not only to finish the church, but even to build 
a hospital and a school. The statue of St. 
Joseph which you see on the right side of the 
altar was made out of clay by two grateful 
patients who wished to express the gratitude of 
the village to this great Saint.” 


“Sister Ricarda, Is the Blessed 
Sacrament Kept Here?” 


“Oh yes! It is the JOY and COMFORT of 
our dear people. A Priest offers Holy Mass 
once a week on this altar, and every Sunday, 
we have Benediction. The blending of the 
lepers’ hoarse voices in singing is the weirdest 
musical tone production you ever heard. Yet, 
surely God loves these praises! 

“This church is by no means abandoned. 
You would be surprised to know the number 
of visits Our Lord receives in a day.” 


“Where Are the Leprosy Patients 
Treated?” 


“At the dispensary. Let us go in. You will 
not see there the perfect equipment you have in 
America . . . only the bare necessary. We meet 
all kinds of lepers. There are almost 500 liv- 
ing in this village and a great many come from 
remote distances to be treated as well. Were 
you to watch them coming in, you might pro- 
test when Yosefu, a young man of healthy 
appearance, steps in. 


“But he has not leprosy, I hear you say. 
He has. Let me show you the fatal spots that 
lie hidden under his raggy clothes. Yes, that 
IS LEPROSY. But as the disease is not too 


far advanced, there is every hope that we shall 
arrest it completely if only we get enough sul- 
fone therapy. It is so costly! We are often 
forced to use other poor medicine through lack 
of means. 


WILL YOU SEE TO IT THAT ALL OUR 
“YOSEFUS” GET PERFECTLY WELL?” 


“Can All Leprosy Patients Be Cured?” 


“Unfortunately no. The majority of them 
come to us when the disease is too far gone to 
be arrested. But see Maria! Although she is 
covered with purulent sores, these will soon 
close up and heal if she faithfully receives her 
series of injections. She will then be able to 
resume her work, but she must come back from 
time to time if she wishes to prevent a relapse. 

“The “MARIAS” in Mua are in consid- 
erable number and it is fine to have the 
possibility of enabling them to resume the 
activities of a normal existence, even if they 
cannot be completely cured. 


“There are, alas, hopeless cases. This poor 
old man, sitting under the tree over there, Petro 
by name, is soon going to die. Don't try to 
count his fingers or toes, he has none left. 
They've all been eaten away by the dreadful 
disease. Corruption set in and the poor man 
saw them fall away one by one. . . You will 
see many like him as we walk through the 
village. The treatment only retards the hour 
of death for victims of this kind. 


“Yes, you're right. Stephano has a lion’s face 
. . . His is the most contagious form of the 
disease. Patients of this type must be isolated, 
but don’t think it’s easy to stop a Negro from 
wandering about when he has good legs. 


“Now, come and see the school. We have, 
among our patients, three qualified teachers 
whom God has sent to train our children. As 
they arrived in the village in good time, there 
is every hope of a complete cure. They are 
doing such wonderful work here that the 
Inspector has highly praised them on his last 
visit. In the afternoon, they teach all grown- 
ups who are willing or keen to learn.” 


“Are Your Leprosy Patients Sad?” 


“Not in the least. Life goes on here practi- 
cally as in all other villages. If people are 
buried, others get married and women give 
birth to lovely healthy babies. 


( Concluded on the following page ) 
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Mua, The Lepers’ Village 


( Concluded ) 


“Wee have here families where the father, a 
leper, has no more fingers or toes, while his 
wife and children, untouched by leprosy, live 
side by side. 

“IT know a seminarian for whom it was no 
small sacrifice to give up the priesthood on this 
account... 

“Old men and women are generally aban- 


doned. Their relatives build them a hut and 
leave them there all alone, if they do not go as 
far as to drop them in a forest, where wild 
animals will devour them . . . How happy they 
are when we transport them to our village to 
become members of our big family.” 


“What Do the Leprosy Patients 
Do All Day?” 


“They work. Labor has a very salutary influ- 
ence over them. Do you know that for this 
very reason, more men than women suffer from 
leprosy? Men rest all too easily. 


“Every patient has a little garden of his own. How 
he loves to work in it!) The most handicapped hold the 
hoe between their fingerless hands while those who 
always go about with crutches simply kneel down to 
dig, since they cannot stand. 

“They also build pretty houses with mud bricks which 
they make themselves. Window frames and doors are 
all prepared by clever carpenters of their own village. 

“Can you see Augustino at his sewing machine? He 
is the village tailor, and so kind-hearted that he helps 
all those who cannot help themselves with their clothes. 

“One day a week, shops will be opened and you will 
catch sight of serious merchants behind the counters. 
What do they sell? Clothes, tobacco, soap, writing 
paper, stamps, sugar, etc. 

“You will even find the leprosy patients repairing 
roads. Their village spells cleanliness. 

“And when they go hunting, what a wonderful time 
they have! Every one gets a share of the meat on their 
return, it is never all for one man alone. 

“Women excel in pottery making. Along with men, 
they also fashion pretty wicker baskets, mats, chairs, 
cradles, small beds, etc. They show real good taste in 
decorating all these artistically. 

“It is always with regret that any patient declared cured 
leaves the village. Everyone is happy in St. Francis.” 


“Do All Leprosy Patients Die Well?” 

“They do. Not all embrace the Catholic Religion 
during life, but hardly any one ever dics without accept- 
ing the regenerating waters of Baptism. 

“There is nothing sad in a leper’s burial. The cortege 
of loving brothers who accompany him to the cemetery 
know that he has found a better life of eternal bliss 
while awaiting the resurrection of a body that will no 
more be repugnant and maimed, but 


Shining With Beauty 
Throughout Eternity!” 
—Sister Mary 
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White Scsters and Leprosy Patients 


ARIOUS WORKS of charity await the White 
v— who is ready to leave all and sail across 

the ocean to the great Continent which is 
quickly becoming the center of Catholic interest 
all over the world. Africa, the hope of the future, 
keeps Sisters busy with catechetical, medical and 
educational activities, while caring for the destitute 
and the abandoned. Among the latter, the leprosy 
patients, who are extremely numerous, are most to 
be pitied. It is estimated that in French West 
Africa alone, there are over 200,000 of them. 

The White Sisters are in charge of 6 Leprosaria 
in Africa: 2 in British East Africa in which over 
a 1,000 of these patients have a home and receive 
every possible care. Thousands of others are cared 
for at dispensaries, while the greater number 


unknown in distant villages, receive no care at all. 

Our Sisters at the Leper Colonies, as well as in 
the dispensaries, devote themselves to the study of 
this dreadful disease and do their utmost to find 
the medical treatment that will help to improve 
the health condition of their patients. 

Treatment is made relatively easy when these 
poor unfortunate people are able to be grouped. 
As this is not always possible to the Sisters, with 
undaunted courage, they go to them in their 
villages. 


A Missionary Sister cannot separate the need to 


relieve physical infirmities from that of rendering 
more bearable the moral pangs accompanying this 
dreaded affliction. But what beautiful souls are 
found hidden under this miserable exterior! Some 
were Catholics before they contracted the disease 
and were obliged to isolation. What a comfort 
our religion is to them in their trial. 


A Catholic woman became a victim of leprosy 
and left her home to reside at one of the colonies. 
Sometime later, she fell down and broke her arm. 
The Sister in charge notified a White Father who 
came to console and cheer her. But the woman 
quickly exclaimed: 


“Father, is it necessary to be encouraged to 
accept a present?” 


“Why?” asked Father. 


“Well, the day God gave me leprosy, He offered 
me a beautiful present. When I fell down and 
broke my arm, He gave me another. Do you 
think, Father, I need to be encouraged to accept 
them?” No doubt, this woman fully understood 
that crosses and trials are the gifts God gives to 
His best friends! 


The good examples of the Catholics are an 
encouragement for those who are not of our faith. 
Few of the patients at the colonies die without ask- 
ing for Baptism. 
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SISTER M. FRIEDBURGA WRITES 


On the whole the work among our poor leprosy 
patients is more consoling than with non-lepers. 
Many of these poorest of God’s creatures receive 
upon their own request private instructions in our 
holy religion, their limbs being so maimed by lep- 
rosy that they cannot come to church. 


Sometime ago we went regularly to teach three 
women who were very eager to become children of 
God. Each time the Sisters went to visit them they 
were greeted with: “Mama, we have forgotten, 
please tell us again.” It was the only thing to do, 
since their illness weakened their memory. Patience 
and charity go a long way . . . at last these three 
women kept in their minds the essential truths of 
our Holy Religion. 


So far they had accepted every lesson with faith 
and conviction; but when the Sisters proceeded to 
explain the Sacrament of Penance they were upset: 
“Well, Mama,” they exclaimed, “how can you 
expect us to sin again after Baptism? . . . A Chris- 
tian must have absolutely broken with Satan.” 
These words may put to shame many a Catholic, 
less convinced of this great truth! 


At last the great day on which they were to enter 
the Church arrived. How they had longed for this 
day on which they would become children of the 
good God! They were taken to church to be bap- 
tized. Then they assisted at the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass and made their First Holy Communion. 
One of them suffered so much that tears ran down 
her cheeks all the time of the ceremony. 


In the afternoon the Sisters paid them a visit. 
Their first exclamation was: “We are now children 
of God and so happy!” . . . They scarcely paid 
attention to the bag of rice and salt the Sisters 
brought them. Their joy exceeded earthly things! 
Is it surprising that our dear Lord repays such 
heroism with an interior peace and joy that sur- 
passes all the world can offer? 


SISTER M. MAXIMILIENNE WRITES 


All our leprosy patients who are able to walk 
meet at Church for morning and night prayers; 
while during the day many visits are paid to the 
Blessed Sacrament by our patients. They are so 
grateful to our dear Lord for deigning to live even 


“We Are Now Children of God!” 
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among them, the most forlorn of His creatures. 
We are often edified by their faith, patience and 
even their joy. I wish you could see them praying, 
earnestly clasping their hands without fingers. 
And at the catechism lesson . . . how interested 
they are when we speak of Heaven... It is with 
a broad smile they say: “Mama, there we will be 
as white and clean as you!” 


It is not possible to have Mass in the colony yet 
every day owing to the lack of priests. However, 
every Sunday a Father comes from the mission to 
say Mass. 


Our patients can live a life as normal as they 
would in their own villages. Each one has his or 
her own straw-roofed house, or rather hut, where 
he or she lives often with some relative. Most of 
the leprosy patients have little gardens in which 
they grow maize and vegetables. The men spend 
their time weaving mats and baskets or carving 
utensils while talking of the events of the day. 
The women are usually busy pounding maize and 
preparing food. The children go to school, as do 
any of the grown-ups who wish to learn. Time is 
also given to playing games. 


Many of these poor people are quite resigned 
and even happy. God alone can give them the 
necessary courage to face a lifetime of suffering. 
Many accept their cross in a edifying way, offering 
all for the conversion of their pagan brethren. 
Sometimes too, pagan patients at the settlement, 
after being cured of this dreadful disease, become 
Catholics and fervent apostles on returning to their 
own villages. 


The great wish of our patients is to remain with 
us until death. Because Negroes have a very high 
idea of a decent funeral, and they know if they 
were to die in a native village their bodies would 
be thrown into the forest to be eaten by wild 
animals, or left purposely near an ant-hill. But 
here they are buried with the Church’s ritual and 
followed to the grave by their companions in suf- 
ferings. It is a great consolation for our patients 
to know that a priest will bless the grave in which 
they will rest beneath a cross, awaiting the glorious 
day of Resurrection. 


Only God could have arranged this world of 
ours in such a way that out of the worst trials to 
human eyes the very best and most beautiful 
results come. 
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At KASONGO 


OMETHING REFRESHING .. . some- 
S thing experienced . . . something true . . . 
the last two qualities will be rather under- 
standable. As to the first, it will be more dif- 
ficult about a subject old as the world and one 
which has been treated in all languages but 
which in itself admits of little lustre. I should 
like to Speak to you of our lepers. 


The post at Kasongo is credited with assem- 
bling the leprosy patients of the countryside 
over a radius of at least 75 kilometers. On an 
unprotected plateau, commanding a view of the 
entire country roundabout, the camp possesses 
a choice site, coveted many a time by the state, 
by various societies and private individuals. 
The guarantee of their property is the intense 
fear inspired by the contagion of such a hor- 
rible malady. In the valley, a spring gushes 
forth copiously throughout all seasons. This 
also is their uncontested property for the same 
reason. The leprosarium is made up of about 
forty houses in two rows, on a stretch of land 
which in the first plans was to become park 
and garden. But since the Negro is very prac- 
tical in his judgment, our friends preferred 
planting vegetables of their choice rather than 
flowers “which cannot be eaten.” In front of 
the little houses are found tiny gardens jealous- 
ly guarded. The houses, made of dried earth 
and thatched roofs, are cool and the one room 
is fronted by a veranda where they spend the 
entire day. 

The plan of the camp was provided by the 
Administration. At the back, there are annexes 
in which are kept kitchen utensils, farm tools 
and place for the making of oil, etc. 

A large dispensary at the entrance of the 
village receives everybody for medical atten- 
tion. This is used also as an assembly hall 
under certain circumstances such as visits of 
doctors or the authorities but especially in the 
morning for Holy Mass, when the Missionary 
makes his rounds. Although rather removed 
from the other villages, in order to insure isola- 
tion, our patients do not, however, feel lonely. 
Beyond their fields they see the church steeple 
and the roofs of the mission. In the evening 
the breeze brings them the echo of songs and 
dances from the villages dotting the main road. 
They in turn answer the echo, for our leper 
patients are joyous people, good children who 
are always contented. They dance and sing in 
the moonlight. Yes, they are a happy lot. 

When a Negro has shelter, covering for the 
night and a gourd filled with food over a good 
fire, especially when it is tax-free (a privilege 
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accorded our poor unfortunates) he is a happy 
man. A happy Negro sings and dances when 
the moon is beautiful. Our patients are opti- 
mists. They are not too much affected by the 
horror of their disease, except when one is too 
badly crippled and is abandoned in a corner. 
As long as he is able to get about, chat, cook 
the flour and dig his little piece of ground, he 
doesn't complain too much. And in digging 
he is not too particular either, for as long as 
he still has at least stumps for limbs, the little 
hoe does its work. 


Women turn out pottery and extract oil from 
the palm or from peanuts, or perhaps burn 
palm or other plants. The ashes burned in this 
way undergo a certain process and become a 
kind of salt with which they season their food 
when real salt becomes scarce or too expensive. 


Sometimes incidents occur which brighten 
the lives of our lepers. The following is an 
example: At the present time, cotton on the 
stalk gives great hope, provided the field is not 
trampled on by herds of elephants which utter- 
ly destroy everything in short order. But entire 
herds of these pachyderms were now wander- 
ing around the leprosarium. Result: loud 


wailing — anger — menacing gestures. Finally, 
in a graver mood, council was held and it was 


SAVE Their Bodies and Souls! 
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decided to ask for a hunter—one knowing how 
to hunt with a real gun. The proceedings hav- 
ing been completed at the oftice of the terri- 
torial administration, the hunter arrived and 
was welcomed with shouts of hope. One eve- 
ning, while the herd was strolling behind the 
dispensary, our “hunter” struck the male of the 
troup squarely in the head. The wounded 
animal raced across the brushwood, followed by 
his murderer and a “‘guide.”” They found him 
dead about ten kilometers from the colony. 
Triumphantly they brought back the tail of the 
elephant as evidence of their success. What joy 
at the camp! Early next morning all the men 
and women, provided with big knives, baskets, 
bags, etc., were at our door asking to be taken 
to the spot. The six ton Mission truck was 
made ready for them and amid shouts of tri- 
umph the whole crowd was taken off to the 
place where the enormous beast lay. All day 
long, with spades and big knives, large quarters 
of meat were cut away and duly separated. In 
the evening the truck returned carrying the 
booty, with the exultant passengers perched on 
the “meat,’’ — an exclusively African spectacle, 
I think! Arrived at the camp, the distribution 
was completed and from that time on the great 
preoccupation was smoking the meat, drying it 
out, storing away carefully the supply, which 
would be consumed by the leprosy patients. 
They would be speaking of it and eating it for 
a long time, meanwhile lying in wait for the 
herd, however, with new hopes. 

I have been dwelling. on the trifling details 
of the life of our dear Negroes. This is the 
ordinary thread of their life, very simple but 
not at all sad. The medical office is very solici- 
tous about their health and the colony makes 
every effort to furnish them with the new med- 
icines which permits at least some to enter into 
normal society. Formerly, very little was known 
about the effectiveness of the very painful injec- 
tions of chaulmoogra oil. The treatment was 
irksome and endless. It didn’t cure; at most it 
simply retarded an implacable evolution to- 
ward something still worse. The progress of 
chemistry, its discoveries of the antibiotics have 
produced sulfetrone given in lozenges over a 
period of many months. Since the product 
was oppressive, the doctors at first selected their 
patients. The young and those not so badly 
affected were the first to benefit by the new 
drugs. They showed a substantial improve- 
ment. Let us hope that time will produce cures 
but in any case, the effect has been like magic. 
The news has spread throughout the country- 
side that at Kasongo we cure leprosy. Countless 
victims of this disease who have been hiding in 
the brushwood now come to beg entrance to 
the leprosarium. Unfortunately quarters are 
limited; we would have to build quickly and 
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Meat For Everyone! 


spaciously . . . It doesn’t matter—the newcom- 
ers ask only their admission, assuring us that 
they themselves will build a shelter, provided 
they can avail themselves of the new treatment. 
Hope radiates in their good faces. 

After an absence from Kasongo, I have come 
back. On seeing again certain well known 
leprosy — I was unable to identify them, 
they had changed so much under the effects of 
the sulfetrone. The bloated faces had become 
normal, the unsightly tumors so distressing to 
look at had disappeared or were growing small- 
er little by little; lost voices were beginning to 
function again. When I expressed my surprise, 
my astonishment, there was an outburst of wild 
joy. There are some unfortunates whom the 
malady has too completely broken. One doesn't 
renew limbs or effect a cure for a nervous sys- 
tem that is too far gone. Those people really 
suffer. There is no hope of cure but they fol- 
low their chaulmoogra treatment patiently, 
holding off the fatal day just a little longer. 

For many years we were assisted at the dis- 
pensary by a male nurse, himself a leper. He 
suffered a great deal, his feet covered with 
frightful ulcers, his fingers deformed and very 
painful. However, he never failed to do his 
work as well as he possibly could until the day 
he died. He treated the sick who were entrust- 
ed to him and enjoyed great prestige in the 
little colony. He was the “father” who had all 
the rights, he was the good counselor and the 
judge of difficult cases. With a smile on his 
lips, he’d come hobbling along with the aid of 
his cane. He wore an old ‘Master Scout” hat 
and was always so gracious and kind. Hard 
working days and painful nights! Leprosy had 
finally eaten away his nerves and our Yoakim 
went off to God. The entire camp resounded 
with sincere grief. There was also some con- 
fusion for a while, for the good nurse had been 
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considered a little chief. For him it was the 


end of a long martyrdom. 


This whole population is made up of people 
coming from all classes, so that opinions are 
quite varied among them. One meets those 
who have passed through the evolution, pol- 
ished intellectuals, the rude and uncouth and 
the primitive illiterate. There are Christians, 
pagans, catechumens and Mohammedans. All 
these learn to get along together and at instruc- 
tion-time all assemble to hear the Catechist. 
They form in groups under the Mango-trees, 
men on one side, women on the other, and 
prayers and instructions are followed respect- 
fully. 

At the present time a Catechist, who is also 
suffering from leprosy, lives at the camp. This 
facilitates the work. Formerly I was charged 
with the catechism instruction at the lepro- 
sarium. These apostolate hours are my best 
souvenirs. The audience, once pacified, listens 
submissively. Many of these old heads didn’t 
understand much, that’s certain. To help them, 
I brought large pictures in color to illustrate 
my lesson. That was a great success. What 
enthusiasm! Everyone had understood or at 
least thought he had and there was applause 
when I promised new illustrations. The fol- 
lowing week I found near my seat under the 
Mango-tree a little stand where I would be 
able to hang my pictures more appropriately 
than to a branch as I had done before. That 
tells a lot. It was the impressing story of Cain 
and Abel. My account was interrupted by the 


diverse opinions expressed by my audience. 
That was rather strange, because among the 
Negroes our most impressing stories often set 
off outbursts of laughter, a situation which is 
most disconcerting to us. I expected that but 
this time I was spared the unpleasant surprise. 
When the instruction was over, I allowed them 
to look at and study the picture. I was well 
satisfied with what I heard. Here are some of 
their reflections— 


“What a big arm Cain has,” said one. ‘They 
have long hair — There's a dog in the road — 
They're Whites — They are dressed like the 
pagans —’’ — I waited in vain for a thought 
concerning the talk itself. The next week, 
however, in reviewing the lesson, everyone 
knew and wanted to have his say in the collec- 
tive report on the story. I continued this kind 
of instruction and now when I meet one or the 
other of my former listeners, he speaks of those 
conferences as a kindly memory of former days. 

With the exception of a few hardened Mo- 
hammedans guarded by fanatic advisers, all ask 
to be baptized at least at the hour of deach. 
Even for those unfortunates who die without 
this sacrament, God sees their hearts and knows 
their feelings. I am confident that if they were 
free to do so, they would turn to this grace. 
God Who is better than we are regards them 
with pity and mercy. 


Sr. Michael Marie, W.S. 


HOPE FILLS THEIR HEARTS ! 
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Aer Wt Jal 
Your Chapel, 


On the Left of the House 


IT IS UP! WHAT? 


The King's Palace ] 


But Alas, It Is Not Paid For.... 


Generous friends have helped us to pay the FIRST bill and we wish 


to thank them from the bottom of our hearts. 
A BIG THANK YOU to those who sent donations—big and small. 
MANY THANKS to those who organized card parties and the like. 


THANKS ALSO to those who have freely given their labor or 


material. 
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Our King once said: “The first shall be the last,” but He was not 
talking of bills then . . . Contractors have a bad habit of sending them in 


series, much to the dismay of Convent Superiors, and each one seems 


bigger than the last. 


Mother Superior is still dreaming, yes, dreaming of the day when 
all the bills will be paid, when her head will be as clear as the cash box is 
at present, the bottom of which knows exactly what the lid is doing because 
there is nothing between them. That is why Our Lord is knocking and 


waiting at your door. 


WONT YOU OPEN TO HIM ? 


a ik ee 


Modest! Yes, But a KING'S PALACE. 


o 
WANTED! ... 


Lt ttt tts ttsssssss 


Tr ¥+yyyyyeyyyy 


ea 


For a Keng ‘ Palace 


Holy water font ........ 9.00 
Sanctuary lamp stand 50.00 
10 Sq. ft. flooring .... 1.50 


Shingles (bundle) .... 7.00 


4 


ryY¥yyYyyyygeyy 


TTT TTT ere ee ee eee 
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